
Welcome to Year 3 and 4 

We hope you had a lovely break during the Christmas and New Year and wish you all the best for 2022! We thank you for your continued support. This half term, 

we will be providing lots of opportunity for team work, learning how to keep ourselves safe and learning about our Curriculum Question through our topic Volca-

noes. It is Geography based, with many opportunities to find our why volcanoes exist, their impact on the local and wider life around them and how they can affect 

communities. This is an explosive topic! If you need to get in touch with us at any point, please use the email addresses above or speak to one of us at the end of 

the day.  

Winston Churchill class 

Miss Whysall, Miss Manji and Mrs Tebbutt 

Email: nwhysall@st-andrews.northants.sch.uk  

Anne Frank class 
Mr. Taylor , Mr. Williams and Miss Scotchbrook 

Email: btaylor@st-andrews.northants.sch.uk  

Martin Luther-King class 
Mrs Tartaglia and Mrs Kang  

Email: ltartaglia@st-andrews.northants.sch.uk  

PE Days: 
Please ensure your child comes to school 

dressed for outdoor PE on the correct 

day. Please make sure they are wearing 

layers and have a coat. 

All Year 3 and 4 classes will have P.E. on 

a  Wednesday. 

Homework 
Reading  -  all children are expected to read at 

home every day. 

 

Maths — children will be given weekly maths 

homework which will be a continuation of work 

they are completing in class that week along-

side weekly times tables practice on TT Rock-

stars. 

 

Spellings  

All children will be sent home a  personalised 

spelling list to practice their spellings. This is an 

optional activity for the children as they will be 

taught statuory spellings each week in class and 

be given the opportunity to show of what they 

know in a dictation lesson. 

Reading at home: 

We expect all of the children to read for 10-15 

minutes each day at home.  Please write a comment 

or date and sign their reading diary to let us know 

that they have read.  Most children will be selecting 

a book from the class library to read but some will 

still be bringing a phonics-based book home which 

will be changed  weekly. They must remember to 

bring their book and reading diary to school every 

Reminders & Considerations 

Please remember that children should not wear 

earrings or watches on P.E days. 



Violent Volcanoes! 

Year 3 + 4 
Term Spring 1  
Subject Focus: Geography 
Theme: Volcanoes 

Some special events this term: 
 
Stunning Start: Dive into a volcano ( a philosophi-
cal enquiry into volcanos ) 
Motivating Middle:  Local area rock hunt linked to sci-
ence.  
Explosive End:  build our own model volcanos and erupt 

The values we are practising this term are: 
 
 

Aspiration, Compassion & Peace  

Special Moments: 
 

The children will be making a 
tapestry out of their volcano 

inspired artwork.  

Our School community: 
 

 
Growth Mindset Aspiration Challenge 

Martin Luther King Day 
National handwriting day 

National Story-Telling 
Children’s mental Health Week 

Safer Internet Day  



Violent Volcanoes 

Year 3+ 4 

Spring 1 

                          English 
Reading Key Text:  : The Griffin Gate by Vashti 

Hardy and How Pirates Really Work Alan Snow 

Poetry: Louder than a Clap of Thunder by Jack 

Prelutsky  

Purpose for Writing: Defeat the Monster Sto-
ries with Action and Instruction writing 
 
Writing: The children will be using a story the story of Peter 
Pan which to create their own stories containing Action and 
Defeating a Monster. They will be writing their own tales 
based on the same structure. We will also be writing explana-
tion texts based on the reading in class. This links to our read-
ing text and our History topic.  
 
Grammar:  We always respond to the grammar needs of our 
class from our assessments and will be teaching specifically 
about punctuation use,  powerful adjectives and dialogue. 
 
Word Reading / Comprehension: The children will be taught 
a range of strategies of how to work out the meaning of un-
known words. The children will also be working on the skills of 
prediction and inference.   

Maths 

Key Facts Y2:  recalling multiplication and division facts for: 
Y3: 3x, 4x, 8x        Y4:  9x, 11x, 12x, 6x, 7x 
 
Multiplication and Division:  Children will be learning how to multi-
ply and divide number 2/3 digit number by another digit.  We will be 
continuing to practice for the Multiplication Check at the end of Year 4.  
Measurement: We will be learning about length, area and perimeter—
specifically measuring in cm and mm and using our knowledge from last 
term of the four operations to apply our learning to this. We will be 
revisiting our knowledge of shapes to help with this.  

Fractions:  We will be developing our understanding of fractions by 
ordering and comparing fractions using numberlines, find fractions of 
an amount and adding and subtracting fractions.  
 
(Please see our Calculation Progression document on our web-
site for operation strategies.) 

Science  

Chemistry: Rocks and Soils 

We will be learning how to compare, group and organize 
rocks based upon their appearance and simple physical 
characteristics. We will be studying how fossils are formed 
and that soils are made from rocks. This will build on our 
knowledge from Year 1 and Year 2 from materials and ma-
terial suitability.  

Working Scientifically:  

We will be learning about asking relevant questions, making ob-
servations and carrying out fair test. We ill also learn to classify 
data and record and report findings from an enquiry.  

Geography 
The children will learn all about the Volcanoes and Earth-
quakes which will inform their future learning for a study on 
Italy. The children will learn about the physical and human ge-
ography: learning about the specific vocabulary, volcano crea-
tion and their impact on the world around them. This builds on 
from the learning in Year 1 and 2 when they learned about 
Mountainous regions on different continents.  

RE 

Focus:  Hinduism 

What does it mean to be a Hindu in Britain today? 

ART 
Focus: Textiles 

 This term we will be creating Louise Baldwin inspired art 

work that will focus on textiles. We will be creating work 

inspired by the images and feelings associated with volcanoes 

and volcanic activity to create a collective art piece.  

Music 

Focus: Glock 2 
Learning basic instrumental skills by playing 

tunes in varying styles . 

Relationships Health Education & PSHE   
Focus: Keeping  Myself Safe: We will be 
learning the difference between risks, 
hazards and danger and how to manage 
these in person and virtually. We also 
learn about medicines and risk of and 
effects of smoking and drinking. 

Computing 
Focus: HTML 

Learning about the markup language behind a 
webpage; becoming familiar with HTML tags, 
changing HTML and CSS code to alter images and 
‘remix’ a live website.  

PE 

Focus: Dance—Machines  

Role Models for this half term: 
Evelyn Glennie, Cerrie Burnell and  

Martin Luther King  


